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We now have a JustGiving page, so it’s really easy to make your donations in
just a couple of clicks! Please put the word around – we need extra funds to
cover our additional expenses during lockdown. Your donation will be spent
carefully and very much appreciated. Thank you.

Click here
to donate
on-line
justgiving.com/
stroudberesford

Economic Abuse – not new but now much worse
A report undertaken jointly by ‘Refuge’ and The Co-operative Bank found
that at least 8.7 million adults in the UK have experienced economic abuse and
for 1.6 million, it started during the Covid-19 pandemic.
One person said “My ex-husband would control all finances. He used it as a
power he had over me to control where I went and who with. It was his way
of keeping me at home.”
This kind of abuse is devastating:
partners may stop others from working,
block them from bank accounts or put
huge debts in their name.
As well as controlling a partner’s
finances, abusers often subject them
to other forms of violence and
manipulation too.
The majority of those who have
experienced economic abuse have also
faced other forms such as physical,
sexual, and psychological abuse.

Visit from Siobhan Baillie, MP
In September, with strict social distancing we were delighted to welcome
our new local MP, Siobhan Baillie and her baby daughter to the Refuge. Our
Covid 19 precautions meant that our meeting was unusually low key and at a
distance but it was great to be able to make contact with our new MP.
Our CEO, Jill Cooper, was able to talk
about the often desperate needs of families
who come to the Refuge and to describe
the services we provide and explain how
the current climate is impacting on our
work. Siobhan said how passionate she was
about the work we do and offered to support
us wherever she can. She recognised the
great work from our Team and volunteer
Management Committee and also mentioned
that she was aware of the fantastic support we
have within our ‘Friends’ group and the local
community.
Domestic abuse is an issue that affects people
from all backgrounds. We are delighted that our
local MP is taking a keen interest in our work
and has extended a hand of friendship to us.

Lockdown has been a great way for
a perpetrator to intensify ways of control

Because of YOU …

Ankita fled physical and sexual violence
from her husband within months of
moving to the UK. She was supported
by the police to flee to the Refuge
and apply for Destitution Domestic
Violence Concession. Ankita had moved
to UK with her husband from Tunisia
but was unable to return home as
her husband’s family said they would
find her. Ankita was supported and
accessed legal support to apply for a
visa to remain in the UK. Ankita was
now able to start accessing support
for her experiences with domestic
abuse through Refuge staff and
specialist sexual abuse services. She
began to understand that she had been
controlled by her husband throughout
their marriage leaving her little ability
to be herself and to understand what
she wanted. Ankita is now gaining
confidence and she will soon be able
to apply for housing so she is able to
make the next step in moving on from
domestic abuse.

Women experiencing
domestic abuse need
your support during
Covid-19

Amazing fundraising

FRAMPTON WI
has yet again been incredibly generous!
They collected bags and bags of new
toiletries and cream tea ingredients
plus a cheque for a £1,000 from one of
their members. Thank you so much for
all your support!

STROUD ROTARY
is supporting Stroud Women’s
Refuge this Christmas. They are
supplying Christmas parcels for
the children and supporting the
mothers who will be staying at the
Refuge over the Christmas season.
You can help by taking part in the
Virtual Christmas Balloon Race they
are running to raise funds.
www.balloonrace.com/stroudrotary

Refuge Update
Life in the Women’s Refuge has been
anything but ordinary this year and
Christmas will continue this trend. Every
year we support families in the Refuge
who have been separated from wider
family because of fleeing domestic
abuse. Some are able to keep in touch
with ‘safe’ relatives whereas others
have to have limited contact due to
the risks that they are facing. Many families have left
major parts of their lives behind and children have become separated from their
toys, their pets, their friends and family members. Providing additional support and
activities at Christmas helps families to cope during this difficult time, and to see
possibilities of happiness for the future.
At Christmas many issues become more pronounced for families in the Refuge
and for those accessing our outreach support services. Poverty, housing and legal
issues don’t go away and people are often missing family members and feeling
guilty spending time apart (a concern that will unfortunately be facing many more
families this year). Most years we provide or promote a range of Christmas activities
including parties, trips to pantomime or cinema, group activities and games.
Christmas 2020 will see our team working extra hard to ensure that families can
have some positive Christmas experiences whilst maintaining social distancing.
Parties may not be possible this year, so we will ensure that families have support,
access to activities and the opportunity to enjoy positive experiences during the
festive season. We are fortunate that some supporters have already donated funds,
which has meant we can start planning. The pandemic may have the power to disrupt
many things but Christmas will not be cancelled in Stroud Women’s Refuge.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your kind
support and wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Community Based Support referrals in 2019
were over 230,000
Sadly Cancelled:

Two stalls at the Stroud Farmers’ Market
in November have been cancelled. Hopes
are still alive for December.

But amazingly still on:

Stroud Subscription Rooms have agreed
to promote the SWR Christmas cards. In
addition, they are running a fully COVIDsafe light installation in December called
‘Everything is Light’ and are holding a
private viewing for VIPs over the first
weekend of opening, Dec 3rd and 4th.

100% of the profits for this private
viewing are to be split between Stroud
Women’s Refuge,Teckels and Stroud
Food Bank.They are also offering free
tickets for our Refuge families.

Christmas Card Sales
The Christmas cards have been an
extraordinary success. A really big
thank you to everyone who has
bought them. We’ve sold over 3000!
We have a few left for the Farmer’s
Market if it goes ahead and some left
in local shops. Brilliant, well done!
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Please donate today: justgiving.com/stroudberesford
If you know someone who might need our help,
phone us on 01453 764385

